Jfrom  tbe 

©lb  to  tbe  IRew 
Century 


a 

for  all 

{Time, 


7T  <f*i  >tt 


Reprinted  (by  permission  of  Author  and  Publisher) 
j ist  December,  igoo. 


QJ  ________  V9 


Copies  of  this  booklet  One  Penny  each,  or  12  for 
Ninepence  post  free,  from 

JOHN  FREEMAN, 

81  Welleslcy  Road, 
Croydon, 

Surrey,  s 


1 


.1 


H  IReltgion  for  all  Zimc. 


♦ 


HE  old  religions  are  crumbling.  Everything' 


Never  was  there  so  little  theology,  never 
so  much  religion,  as  at  the  present  day. 
Never  have  men  attended  church  so  little  ; 
never  have  they  attended  hospital  and  asylum 
meetings  so  assiduously.  Orthodoxy  is  going 
down.  Jesus  is  rising  higher  and  higher.  The 
old  faiths  do  not,  cannot,  longer  satisfy.  No 
faith  can  satisfy  when  its  acceptance  is  based  on 
the  stifling  of  human  reason.  At  the  close  of 
our  century  the  mind  of  man  is  vigorously 
bestirring  itself.  The  word  has  gone  forth 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  man — a  duty  made  plain 
by  the  gift  of  reason — to  doubt  and  to  examine. 
Doubt  and  fearless  examination  mean  approach 
to  the  truth,  and  the  truth  cannot  consort  with 
the  superstitions  of  the  past.   An  overwhelming 
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majority  of  the  children  born  of  intelligent 
parents,  from  this  day  on,  will  refuse  to  accept 
the  religious  misbeliefs  of  their  grandfathers. 
A  cry  has  already  been  heard  for  ' '  a  restored 
Christ,"  for  the  lovely,  sweetly  reasonable, 
all-loving,  faith-inspiring,  divine  man,  in  place 
of  the  mystical,  incomprehensible,  doubt-com- 
pelling, human  God.  Simplicity  is  the  character 
of  all  discovered  natural  laws.  Simplicity  will 
be  the  character  of  God's  religion,  no  redemption 
mysteries,  no  vicarious  offerings,  no  Trinitarian 
subtleties. 

Moses  was  the  law-giver,  Jesus  the  love-giver. 
Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  "  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour  and  hate  thine  enemy. 
But  I  say  unto  you,  love  your  enemies,  bless 
them  that  curse  you  and  persecute  you,  that  ye 
may  be  the  children  of  your  Father  which  is  in 
Heaven."  There  is  the  difference  between  the 
Old  and  the  New  Testament — the  heart  of  Jesus, 
a  heart  overflowing  with  an  ocean  of  love. 

"A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that 
ye  love  one  another.  By  this,  all  men  shall 
know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  nave  loved 
one  another."  This  is  the  essence  of  the  new 
gospel  according  to  Jesus.  There  is  the  inner 
spirit,  which,  despite  the  wrappings  of  credulous, 
mystical,  superstitious  churchmen,  has  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  moral  progress  of 
the  race. 

Howoften  and  how  emphatically  Jesus  brushed 
aside  the  non-essentials  !  "Master,  which  is  the 
great  commandment  in  the  law?  Jesus  said 
unto  him — Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul  and  with 
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all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great  com- 
mandment. And  the  second  is  like  unto  it : 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.  On 
these  two  commandments  hang  all  the  law  and 
the  prophets. " 

The  religion  which  will  yet  prevail  among 
men  will  hang  "all  the  law  and  the  prophets" 
on  one  single  commandment.  It  will  demand 
that  man  shall  love  his  neighbour  more  than 
himself  and  the  single  tenet  of  the  all- 
embracing,  world-sufficing  religion  will  be 
"Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  with  all 
thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul  and  with  all 
thy  mind."  And  "neighbour"  will  mean  not 
only  the  nigh-dweller,  but  anything  that 
breathes  and  blossoms  in  the  universe. 

Not  love  God?  If  you  consecrate  yourself 
to  the  love  and  service  of  your  neighbour, 
your  whole  life  becomes  a  love  song  to  the 
Eternal.  You  love  Him  in  the  only  way  He 
can  be  loved,  by  loving  His  children  and  His 
creatures.  Love  to  man  includes  love  to 
God, — just  as  the  brotherhood  of  man  estab- 
lishes God's  fatherhood.  No  true  man  can 
look  at  the  heavens  without  feeling  that  each 
star  is  a  shining  eye  of  the  Creative  Spirit ; 
without  having  a  sense  of  worship  and  of 
adoration  thrilling  through  his  soul.  But 
when  the  man  cometh  whose  every  thought, 
whose  every  act,  whose  every  heart-throb, 
is  so  bound  up  in  the  loving  service  of  his 
brother-man,  that,  with  perfect  truth,  he  can 
exclaim,  "  I  have  no  time  to  worship  God," — 
then,  if  ever,  will  the  heavens  open,  and  the 
fluttering  dove  be  seen,  and  the  voice  be  heard, 
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saying,  44  This  is  My  beloved  son,  in  whom  I 
am  well  pleased. 

Theoretically,  we  ascribe  superlative  good- 
ness to  the  Deity,  but  practically  we  do  not 
credit  Him  even  with  the  loving  instincts  of 
a  noble  human  soul.  What  earthly  father — 
more  especially  if  he  needed  nothing  for 
himself — would  desire  his  neighbours  to  bring 
him  incense,  praise  and  sacrifice  while  one 
of  his  children  lay  neglected  in  sorrow, 
need  and  distress  ?  He  would  say  :  "Friends, 
your  praise  can  profit  me  nothing  while 
one  of  my  children  lies  in  agony.  Hate 
me  if  ye  will,  but  love  and  serve  my  child." 
How  much  more  would  a  Heavenly  Father 
disdain  human  praise,  while  millions  of  His 
children  were  struggling  with  sin  and  pain ! 
Except  for  the  clearly  defined  purpose  of  adding 
to  one's  spiritual  power,  in  the  consecration  to 
humanity's  service,  no  man  has  a  right  to  give 
time  to  the  praise  of  God  so  long  as  one  single 
human  being  needs  help — so  long  as  there  is  a 
single  dark  spot  on  the  earth  which  can  be 
cleansed  and  illumined.  In  one  of  the  churches 
of  the  town  in  which  I  reside  is  inscribed  over 
the  pulpit,  "To  the  glory  of  God."  That  is  the 
voice  of  the  eighteenth  and  of  earlier  centuries. 
Then  follows  the  sentence,  "For  the  weal  of 
man."  That  is  the  voice  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  The  twentieth  century  and  the  cen- 
turies to  come  will  join  the  two  sentences  by  one 
single  word  and  make  them  read,  "To  the 
glory  of  God"  because  "  For  the  weal  of  man." 

Suggesting  this  thought  to  the  minister  of  the 
said  church,  he  naturally  disagreed  and  replied 
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that  the  inscriptions  should  rather  read,  "To  the 
glory  of  God"  and  therefore  "  For  the  weal  of 
man."  This  is  the  very  point  at  issue.  I  maintain 
that — from  the  remotest  ages  to  our  own  times ; 
from  the  first  savage  who  offered  up  his  enemy 
to  the  war  god ;  to  the  Druids  setting  fire  to  great 
figures  of  plaited  osiers  filled  with  human  beings ; 
to  the  Mohammedan  slaying  thousands,  with  the 
shout,  "Allah  or  the  sword;"  to  the  Aztec  priest 
snatching  out  the  heart  of  his  sacrificial  victim; 
to  the  Crusaders  approaching  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
after  seventy  thousand  Moslems  had  been  put  to 
the  sword  ;  to  the  pope's  legate  urging  on  the 
attack  against  the  Albigenses,  killing  friend  and 
foe  with  the  cry,  "  Slay  all  !  God  will  know  His 
own  ; "  to  the  holy  inquisitor  piling  up  the  faggots 
around  the  unbeliever  ;  to  Charles  V.  in  the 
Netherlands,  because  of  their  religious  opinions, 
hanging,  beheading,  burying  alive,  and  burning 
over  fifty  thousand  people  ;  to  the  massacre  of 
Saint  Bartholomew's  day,  and  the  driving  of 
over  half  a  million  Huguenots  from  France  ;  to 
the  horrible  persecution  of  the  Quakers  in 
Massachusetts  less  than  250  years  ago  ;  to  the 
modern  son  of  the  Greek  Church  ruthlessly 
expelling  thousands  of  Jews  from  Russia  — 
A II  religion  primarily  devoted  i  '  to  the  glory  of 
God*'  has  left  one  long,  hideous  trail  of  suffering, 
of  torture  and  of  blood.  The  conception  must  be 
turned  about  and  be  made  to  read,  "For  the 
weal  of  man"  and  therefore  "To  the  glory  of 
God." 

Many,  many  weary  centuries  the  churches 
have  been  praying  "  Paternoster,"  and  the 
day    of    human    brotherhood     is    still  afar 
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off.  The  religion  that  is  coming  will  pray 
44  Fraternoster  ; "  and  the  ennobling  service  of 
man  for  man  will  lead,  through  the  glori- 
fication of  human  nature,  up  to  the  glorification 
of  human  nature's  God.  With  what  clear- 
ness and  emphasis  Jesus  teaches  that  man 
service  is  God  service.  He  describes  all 
the  nations  standing  before  the  judgment 
seat:  4  4  Then  shall  the  King  say  unto  them  on 
44  his  right  hand,  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my 
44  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
44  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world;  for 
44  1  was  an  hungered  and  ye  gave  me  meat  ; 
44  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ;  I  was 
4  4  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  in  ;  naked  and 
"  ye  clothed  me;  I  was  sick  and  ye  visited  me; 
i(  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto  me.  Then 
44  shall  the  righteous  answer  him,  saying, 
<4  4  Lord,  when  saw  we  thee  an  hungered  and 
<(  4 fed  thee?  or  athirst  and  gave  thee  drink?  and 
4  4  4  when  saw  we  thee  a  stranger  and  took  thee 
44  4 in?  or  naked  and  clothed  thee?  and  when 
4  4  4  saw  we  thee  sick  or  in  prison  and  came  unto 
4  4  4  thee?  and  the  King  shall  answer  and  say 
44  'unto  them,  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  inasmuch 
4  4  4  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
4  4  4  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."' 

And,  again,  how  beautifully  he  shows  that 
doing  one's  duty  to  man  is  more  important 
than  any  offerings  to  the  Deity!  — 

4 4  If  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar  and  there 
44  rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath  ought 
44  against  thee,  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the 
"  altar  and  go  thy  way  ;  first  be  reconciled  to 
44  thy   brother  and  then  come  and  offer  thy 
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"gift."  I  would  turn  man's  eyes  from  heaven 
to  earth,  from  God  to  man,  from  the  saving 
of  his  soul  to  the  simple  service  of  other  souls. 
Here  is  the  contrast  between  the  religion  of  the 
past  and  of  the  future  : — 

Love 

God  Man 

Heaven  Earth 

Hereafter  Now 

'  *  Canst  thou  by  searching  find  out  God?" 
Job  asks.  No,  you  cannot  ;  but  you  can  find 
your  neighbour,  God's  child,  around  the  corner; 
find  him  needing  help  or  sympathy,  or  some 
human  ministrations.  So  do  not  stand  gazing 
at  the  skies,  but  go,  do  thy  duty  around  the 
corner.  Just  as  the  highest  point  in  evolution 
on  this  planet  is,  and  for  ever  will  be,  Man, 
so  the  highest  in  the  religion  of  the  race  is,  and 
for  ever  will  be,  the  love  of  man  for  man.  Such 
a  love  for  mankind  cannot  only  co-exist  with 
the  highest  sanity  in  human  affairs — affairs  of 
business  and  affairs  of  state, — it  is  the  highest 
sanity.  It  brings  man  into  right  relation  with 
the  world-all.  Such  a  simple  religion  of  love 
will  be  a  religion  for  all  time.  The  highest 
developed  man  which  this  planet  may  produce 
will  need  no  higher  ideal.  The  measure  of 
love  will  grow  with  the  measure  of  the  man. 
It  is  a  religion  for  the  universe.  It  is  the  true 
guiding  principle  for  every  nook  and  corner 
of  this  universe  that  bears  two  living  creatures. 
Love  is  "the  greatest  thing  in  the  world."  Such 
a  religion  will  bless  and  beautify  this  earth  as 
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nothing  has  yet  done.  This,  and  this  alone, 
will  bring"  about  the  highest  co-operation  of 
man  with  man.  The  change  must  be  made  in 
the  heart  of  man.  This  change  must  be  made 
in  man's  conception  of  religion. 

I  quarrel  not  with  religious  beliefs.  Believe, 
if  thou  wilt,  in  the  God  of  the  "Old  Testament," 
who  says  to  Saul:  "Now  go  and  smite  Amalek 
4  4  and  utterly  destroy  all  that  they  have,  and  spare 
"them  not,  but  slay  both  man  and  woman,  infant 
"and  suckling,  ox  and  sheep,  camel  and  ass." 
This,  to  me,  is  horrible.  Believe,  if  thou  must, 
in  the  orthodox  scheme  of  salvation,  in  an  all- 
loving  God,  who  curses  thousands  of  innocent 
generations  because  of  the  sin  of  Adam  ;  who, 
relenting  or  repenting,  in  the  shape  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  mystically  cohabits  with  a  virgin,  and 
pro-creates  His  pre-existing  Son,  whom  He 
then  has  crucified,  resurrected,  and  re-seated 
on  His  right  hand  to  importune  and  cajole  Him, 
not  to  punish  or  everlastingly  burn  His  own 
erring  children.  This,  to  me,  is  blasphemous. 
Believe,  if  thou  canst,  in  no  God,  in  the  con- 
ception that  this  vast  upward-climbing  universe, 
that  the  divinely  sparkled  protoplasm,  which 
carried  in  it  the  miraculous  power  of  slowly 
flaming  into  the  mind  which  is  reading  this 
page,  that  this  all  is  the  product  of  blind,  non- 
intelligent  chance.  This,  to  me,  is  foolishness. 
Believe  in  the  one  God,  in  the  triune  God,  in 
the  twenty-one  God,  so  long  as  thy  belief  is  the 
result  of  honest  investigation  ;  and,  above  all, 
so  long  as  thou  distinctly  recognizest  that  the 
object  and  test  of  belief  is  the  loving  of  your 
neighbour,  and  that  the  true  way  to  worship 
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thy  God  or  Gods,  and  the  only  way,  is  to  serve 
mankind.  No  disciple  of  Jesus  will  love  his 
brother  less  because  of  that  brother's  honest 
belief.  Believe  the  thing  which  makes  you 
better,  nobler.  If  beating-  a  drum  in  the 
4 4  Salvation  Army"  really  lifts  you  higher,  and, 
as  you  see  it,  is  the  best  means  of  lifting 
your  neighbour  to  higher  ideals,  then  beat 
that  drum,  only  recognize  that  you  are  beating 
it  for  man  and  not  for  God,  The  ardent  believer 
in  such  a  religion  of  race  love  and  race  service 
is  fortified  and  dignified.  His  sympathies  are 
world-embracing.  His  emotions  are  multiplied 
a  million  fold.  He  joys  with  every  joy  of  the 
race,  he  sorrows  with  every  tear  that  falls.  He 
feels  himself  in  unison  with  the  great  heart  of 
the  universe.  Every  human  being  that  in 
sincerity  tried  to  serve  his  brethren  since  the 
world  began  is  his  own  soul-brother.  He  grows 
indifferent  to  public  opinion.  He  looks  his  ego 
squarely  in  the  face,  and  realizes  that  all  the 
world's  praise  or  blame  cannot  add  or  subtract 
one  atom  from  the  sum  of  his  real  soul-self. 
He  thinks  himself  higher  than  no  man,  lower 
than  no  man,  except  the  man  who  loves  man 
more.  The  faith  and  trust  of  the  poor  and 
weak  is  sweeter  to  him  than  the  praise  and 
favour  of  the  great  and  powerful.  Rage  and 
anger  against  the  evil  and  foolish  give  place  to 
profound  pity.  The  sorrowing  message  to  him 
from  every  fallen  man  and  every  fallen  woman 
is,  * '  This  would  not  be  if  thy  generation  and 
former  generations  had  done  their  whole  duty." 
His  days  are  like  unto  a  ray  of  sunlight,  making 
things  grow,  dispelling  darkness,  diffusing  light, 
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disinfecting-  and  purifying  the  atmosphere  of  life. 
The  saint  of  the  future  will  be  man-intoxicated. 
He  will  gladly  burn  at  the  stake,  if  the  expiring 
embers  will  light  up  the  race  to  some  higher, 
nobler  conception.  Such  a  religion  will  give 
a  simple  standard,  by  which  all  men,  the  king, 
and  the  scavenger  can  be  truly  measured.  How 
much  love  for  man  is  there  in  him  ?  That 
will  be  the  crucial  test.  That  most  contemptible 
question  of  our  time,  4 4  How  much  is  he  worth," 
will  come  to  mean,  "How  much  of  worth  has 
he  ?  " — that  is,  how  much  of  human  love  and  of 
human  service  burns  in  his  soul.  Wealth, 
position,  ancestry  mean  nothing  by  this  stan- 
dard. Jesus  can  be  no  greater  if  proven  the 
Son  of  God.  He  would  not  be  less  great  if 
proven  the  son  of  the  thief  crucified  at  His  side. 
It  is  His  infinite  love  which  has  made  Him 
divine.  Such  a  religion  makes  the  purpose  of 
life  so  simple.  Money  getting  is  justified  only 
as  a  means  to  money  giving.  Every  inlet 
of  the  soul  is  to  be  open  to  enrichment,  open 
to  the  best  education,  to  the  best  literature, 
to  the  best  in  music,  and  in  all  art.  The 
soul  is  to  be  made  richer  and  richer,  so 
as  to  widen  sympathies,  increase  usefulness, 
and  make  what  one  gives  to  others  more 
and  more  priceless.  Personal  pleasure  will 
not  be  considered.  Joy  follows  beneficent  love 
closer  than  shadow  follows  sunlight.  All 
ambition  and  all  conduct  is  made  clear.  The 
first  thought  upon  rising  will  be,  "Whom  shall 
I  make  happier  this  day?"  and  the  last  thought 
at  night,  1 '  Have  I  done  my  whole  duty  to  man 
to-day  ?  "     When  man  meets  man,  the  inner 
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controlling  thought  will  be,  ' '  How  can  I  help 
this  man  ?  "  No  man  will  need  an  introduction 
to  another.  The  bond  of  race  kinship  will 
always  be  sufficient  introduction.  The  whole 
delight  in  life  will  be  working  with  and  for 
man  in  the  reach  for  higher  planes  for  mutual 
love.  And  the  keenest  regret  of  the  last  man 
on  this  planet  will  be,  that  no  other  man  is 
left  for  him  to  love  and  serve.  Such  a  faith 
will  revolutionize  education,  because  success  in 
life  will  have  a  different  meaning.  Not  how 
much  you  have  amassed,  but  how  much,  in 
proportion  to  your  opportunities,  have  you 
wisely  given  away,  will  be  the  new  test.  The 
lower  animals  are  trained  for  the  struggle  of 
existence.  Man,  as  representing  the  Divine 
Spirit,  will  be  trained  for  the  struggle  of 
self-renunciation.  Education  will  strive  to 
harmoniously  unfold  all  of  the  latent  powers  of 
the  child  ;  but  the  highest  effort,  to  which  all 
others  must  be  subservient,  will  be  to  unfold 
and  develop  the  spirit  of  love  and  benevolence. 
The  first 'lesson  at  home  and  at  school  will  be, 
4 ' Try  to  make  somebody  happier."  No  rules 
will  be  held  as  important  as  the  rules  offered 
for  the  Arithmetic  of  Life  :  to  add  to  the 
happiness,  subtract  from  the  pains,  multiply 
the  joys,  and  divide  the  sorrows  of  as  many 
human  souls  as  thou  canst  reach.  Under  the 
inspiration  of  such  a  religion,  the  swiftest, 
most  radical  change  would  come  to  those 
strange  institutions,  known  as  "  Schools  of 
Theology."  These  will  give  way  to  schools  of 
sociology,  and  churches  will  greatly  change 
their  character.    They  will  be  resting  places 
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in  which  men  will  be  inspired  to  work  more 
and  more  zealously  for  men.  Every  church 
will  be  an  organized  aid-society.  Every  church 
will  be  a  meeting  place  from  which  expeditions 
of  mercy  will  start  to  the  nearest  souls  in  need. 
The  bond  of  church  union  will  not  be  believing 
but  doing. 

We  seek  the  substance  of  love  as  fruiting  in 
loving  work.  We  must  be  doing.  A  new 
impulse  is  needed  to  make  men  join  hands  and 
hearts.  "The  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at 
"hand,  let  us  cast  off  the  works  of  darkness, 
44  and  let  us  put  on  the  armour  of  light."  How 
shall  we  reach  the  light?  The  disciple  whom 
Jesus  loved  most  makes  answer,  "  He  that 
loveth  his  brother  abideth  in  the  light. " 

Is  there  a  God? 
A  higher  Power  there  is, 
Of  name  it  matters  not. 
But  how  or  what  it  be, 
Is  not  revealed  to  me.  _ 
""""   "    Is  there  a  luture  lite ? 

Reward  above?   Fi iiiid1. 
Hope  it  I  may. 
But  if  it  be, 
A  secret  'tis  to  me. 


*  *  * 


This,  this  I  know^ 

I  live.    My  brother  man  lives  at  my  side, 

I  hear  his  cry  for  light,  for  help, 

For  strength  to  struggle  with  his  fate. 

I  know  his  thirst  for  sympathy, 

For  love,  and  friendship's  holy  fire. 


for  all  Time, 
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Heed  I  this  cry, 
Slake  I  this  thirst, 

Then,  

Lives  there  a  God, 

Is  there  a  future  life, 

Why  should  it  change  my  course  ? 

The  reward  has  come  to  me. 


Printed  by  Hurst  Bros., 
'The  Old  Time  Press,' 
Stockport. 


